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1
ADJUSTING NUMBER OF DISCOVERY
FRAMES SENT BASED ON ACCESS POINT
DEPLOYMENT

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to the optimization of wire-
less access point behavior in wireless networks.

BACKGROUND

Certain wireless network architectures include one or more
wireless access points (AP). Access points are specially con-
figured nodes that allow wireless client devices to connect to
a wired network (e.g., local area network) using a wireless
communication standard, such as Institute of Electrical and
Electronics Engineers (IEEE) 802.11 (known commercially
as Wi-Fi™). The access points function as a central transmit-
ter and receiver of radio signals and typically connect to a
router (via a wired network). Each access point in a deploy-
ment can relay data between the wireless client devices (such
as computers, printers and mobile handset devices) and
devices on the wired network.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an example wireless network
in which wireless access point behavior may be adjusted and
optimized according to techniques presented herein.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart generally illustrating a method for
adjusting wireless access point behavior based on anumber of
first-time associations created with wireless client devices.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating operations for adjusting
wireless access point behavior for a subset of APs that serve
a greater number of first-time associations.

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating operations for dividing a
pool of potential wireless client devices by device identifier.

FIG. 5 is an example block diagram of a controller config-
ured to perform the techniques presented herein.

DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

Overview

Techniques are presented herein for determining, for at
least one wireless access point in a wireless network, a num-
ber of first-time associations created with one or more wire-
less client devices in the wireless network. Based upon the
determined number of first-time associations created, the
number of discovery frames to be sent by the at least one
wireless access point may be adjusted.
Example Embodiments

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating the architecture of a
wireless network 100 in a site or venue 10 such as a building,
train station, airport, etc., that connects wireless client devices
105(a)-105(c) to a network 110 via one or more wireless
access points (AP) 115(a)-115(d). The site 10 includes an
egress/ingress area shown at reference numeral 12, the impor-
tance of which is described in more detail hereinafter. Net-
work 110 may be a wired local area network (LAN), or wide
area network (WAN), to which APs 115(a)-115(d) are con-
nected. Any ofthe APs 115(a)-115(d) may communicate with
any of the wireless client devices 105(a)-105(c) at any given
time. However, as described hereinafter, a wireless client
device “associates” with an AP, and can associate to only one
AP at a time. Each AP 115(1)-115(b) is also connected via
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network 110 to a controller 120 (also known as a wireless
network controller), which may be hardware or software-
based.

Access points 115(a)-115(d) are devices that allow the
wireless client devices 105(a)-105(c) to connect to network
110 using a wireless communication standard or protocol,
such as IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi™) or any other suitable wireless
communication standard now known or hereinafter devel-
oped. The APs 115(a)-115(d) may also connect to one or
more routers and switches to access the Internet and other
networks (not shown in FIG. 1). Client devices 105(a)-105(c)
may be computers (e.g., desktops, laptops, or tablets), mobile
devices (e.g., mobile phones, personal digital assistants
(PDAs), or navigation units), peripheral devices (e.g., print-
ers, scanners, fax machines, or copiers), etc.

Controller 120 is a device (i.e., computer, server, etc.) that,
in certain circumstances, is configured to control the opera-
tion of APs 115(a)-115(d) and perform the techniques pre-
sented herein. In the example of FIG. 1, controller 120
includes a historical data module 125. Historical data module
125 is a data store that records and logs analytics about the
behavior of APs 115(a)-115(d), including recording param-
eters associated with the APs and their values, and informa-
tion regarding interactions with wireless client devices such
as the number of new associations with client devices (current
and past), number of re-associations with client devices (cur-
rent and past), etc.

Scheduling database 135 is a data store (i.e. on a computer,
server, database or flat file(s) on a server, etc.) that stores
information about expected future events that may cause an
increase in the number of wireless client devices requesting
first-time associations at one or more APs. For example, the
venue 10 may be a train station, and a train arrival at the train
station may cause/result in a significant increase in requests
for first-time associations by clients at particular APs depend-
ing on their location in the venue 10, i.e., relative to an
egress/ingress area 12 or relatively to other locations in the
venue where bursts of people may be passing through on a
scheduled or other basis. First-time associations are both true
first-time associations between an AP and a wireless client
device, and when a wireless client device ends a first session
and creates a second session, thereby creating another first-
time association. First-time associations can be contrasted
with re-associations, which include a wireless client device in
a given session roaming and re-associating from a first AP to
a second AP. Events may be correlated and associated with
the affected one or more APs. Scheduling data may also
include information about holiday or special events, rush-
hour or other future expected increases in traffic on the net-
work, and expected increases in requests for first-time asso-
ciations.

Sensor data from one or more sensors 140 may also provide
input to the controller 120, APs 115(a)-115(d), etc. related to
ongoing events in the venue 10. The sensor data may be
collected from one or more sensors and stored (i.e. on a
computer, server, database or flat file(s) on a server etc.). The
sensor data may include audio, video, electrical, electromag-
netic, or other forms of sensory data collection. For example,
while the scheduling database 135 may contain an entry indi-
cating that a train is expected to arrive at 1:30 PM, an audio
sensor may detect that a train has arrived early at 1:15 PM.
The sensor may also be further up the track, for example a
mile or more outside of the facility, and therefore be able to
indicate that a train will arrive early or otherwise off-sched-
ule. The sensor data may be provided to devices via network
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110, including the controller 120, which may consequentially
configure and optimize AP parameters according to tech-
niques presented herein.

When a new association is requested by a wireless client
device to a specific AP, the AP will try to reserve bandwidth
before accepting responsibility for processing the traffic
stream. The AP may also reject the new traffic stream for a
wireless client device, for example because a certain quality
of'service (QoS) cannot be guaranteed or when the number of
wireless client devices associated with the AP would exceed
apredetermined number. When a wireless client device asso-
ciates with a given AP, the AP or the controller 120 may
request an Internet Protocol (IP) address to assign to the
wireless client device from a Dynamic Host Configuration
Protocol (DHCP) server 130. The acquired IP address is used
as a unique identifier for the wireless client device on the
network 110.

Once a wireless client device is associated with a given
access point, the user may move through a facility or building
such as train station, airport, etc., and the signal strength may
diminish. As a result, the wireless client device may need to
re-associate with a new access point. For example, a user
carrying wireless client device 105(a) associated with AP
115(a) may move to a point where the signal strength with AP
115(a) becomes low, but the signal strength of AP 115(¢)
becomes stronger, so the wireless client device 105(a) may
re-associate to AP 115(c). The re-association allows the wire-
less client device to maintain the same IP address, so there is
less management traffic overhead associated with a re-asso-
ciation when compared with a first-time association.

The process of associating wireless client devices with APs
for the first time is time consuming. The IEEE 802.11ai
standard is aimed towards a Fast Initial Link Setup (FILS)
procedure that can greatly reduce the amount of time required
for a wireless client device to discover an AP, associate to it,
and obtain an IP address to start a data transaction. Decreas-
ing the time to associate comes with some overhead in terms
of data packets and processing. For example, a FILS-enabled
AP may send beacon-like frames called FILS discovery
frames (or discovery frames/packets, 802.11ai overhead mes-
sages) in order for the wireless client device to find the AP
faster and begin the association process. The wireless client
device may also need to be FILS-enabled to recognize the
FILS discovery frames and initiate the association. FILS-
enabled wireless client devices may also be called FILS sta-
tions or FILS STAs. If FILS capability is not available on the
AP or the wireless client device, the wireless client device
may discover the APs to create an association by sending out
aprobe request to discover nearby APs or by passively listen-
ing for any AP beacon frames. This is more time consuming.
FILS discovery frames may not need to be sent for re-asso-
ciating a wireless client device with an AP, only for the first-
time association. Thus, if a given AP rarely creates new asso-
ciations with wireless client devices, the discovery frames
sent out are purely management traffic overhead. This man-
agement traffic overhead can congest the channel and use up
bandwidth that would otherwise be available for data traffic.

In a facility such as an airport or train station, a small
number of APs may perform a large portion of first-time
associations. For example, new associations may mostly be
created at ingress/egress points such as entrances and exits, in
waiting areas, or where passengers from trains or planes
arrive, etc. Conversely, APs in the interior of the facility may
rarely create first-time associations, being more likely to
accept re-associations from roaming wireless client devices
that had been associated with neighboring APs in the wireless
network 100.
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Thus, to minimize management traffic overhead, it would
be advantageous to send discovery frames at APs where a
large number of first-time associations occur, while fewer and
possibly no discovery frames should be sent where first-time
associations rarely occur. The number of discovery frames
sent may be scaled for each AP, either by the AP itself or by
the controller, based upon the number of first-time associa-
tions performed at each AP in the past, and projected first-
time associations to be performed in the future, according to
techniques presented herein.

FIG. 2 shows a flowchart generally depicting the opera-
tions for adjusting wireless AP behavior based upon a number
of first-time associations created with wireless client devices.
Reference is also made to FIG. 1 in connection with this
description of FIG. 2. At step 205, the number of first-time
associations created with one or more wireless client devices
in the wireless network deployment is determined for at least
one of a plurality of wireless APs. At step 210, the number of
discovery frames to be sent by the at least one wireless AP is
adjusted based upon the determined number of first-time
associations created.

APs of interest may be determined in order to limit the
number of APs which are actively managed, adjusted and
optimized based upon the past and expected number of first-
time associations. APs of interest are the subset of APs witha
disproportionate, greater, or plurality of past or expected first-
time associations with wireless client devices within a facility
or deployment. Often the APs of interest are on the perimeter
of a facility, near waiting rooms, or near ingress and egress
areas. APs of interest may change regularly as events occur in
different areas of a facility.

There are many ways to determine APs of interest. A first
technique may simply designate a predetermined number or
predetermined percentage of APs in a deployment that his-
torically has the largest number of first-time associations. For
example, the controller 120 may consult the historical data
125 over a predetermined time period to determine the APs
with the greatest number of first-time associations. A similar
time period on another day, month, or year may also be
considered. For example, during morning rush-hour at a facil-
ity, APs of interest may be designated based upon the APs
with the greatest number of first-time associations during
rush-hour the previous day. More simply, the APs of interest
may simply be the subset of APs with the greatest proportion
of first-time associations in the past few minutes or seconds.

Statistical techniques may also be used to determine the
APs ofinterest. For example, for each AP in a deployment, the
number of new first-time associations (not re-associations)
carried out over a predetermined period of time, such as T
seconds, may be determined. The median number of first-
time associations for APs in the deployment may then be
determined, as well as the median absolute deviation (MAD)
for each AP. The APs of interest may be selected as the subset
of APs which have a number of associations greater than a
predetermined number of MADs from the median (the ratio
or difference between the MAD and median to be considered
an AP of interest may vary). Alternatively, the mean number
of first-time associations for APs in the deployment may be
determined, as well as the standard deviation (SD) for each
AP. The APs of interest may be selected as the subset of APs
which have a number of associations greater than a predeter-
mined of SDs from the mean. Other similar statistical tech-
niques are within the scope of techniques presented herein.
Mean, median and mode, etc. are examples of measures of
central tendency (MCT). This algorithm to choose a subset of
APs of interest may be re-run every predetermined time
period, such as every T seconds, or when triggered to re-run,
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for example after receiving an external sensor event. The time
period T may be any period that fits the deployment. Its value
depends on how dynamically the relevant FILS parameter
(e.g. discovery frames) should be adapted, and the computa-
tion required to determine the APs of interest. As a result, the
subset of APs that are actively managed and optimized using
techniques presented herein may change often throughout a
given day.

As an example, FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating a method
for adjusting wireless access point behavior for a subset of
APs that serve a greater number of first-time associations. At
step 305, a number of first-time associations created within a
predetermined time interval for each wireless access point in
a plurality of wireless access points are determined. At step
310, the measure of central tendency (MCT) and deviation of
first-time associations from the determined number of first-
time associations for each wireless access point in the plural-
ity of wireless access points is determined. At step 315, a
wireless access point is designated as a member of a subset
based upon the difference of the deviation and the MCT,
wherein adjusting the number of discovery frames to be sent
is performed on the subset of wireless access points.

Statistical techniques may also be used to optimize FILS
parameters, such as number of discovery frames sent over a
time period T. For example, the periodicity of sending dis-
covery frames for a given AP may be set as a function of the
MAD of the AP’s first-time associations with respect (as
compared to or as a ratio) to the median number of first-time
associations. The periodicity calculations may be performed
on either the APs of interest, or any or all APs in the deploy-
ment. The periodicity calculation may also be a pure function
of'the number of associations in time period T for a given AP.
As aresult, discovery frames will be sent more frequently by
the APs with a larger number of first-time associations, either
historically or as expected based upon data from the sched-
uling database 135 or sensor data 140. As an example for a
given discovery frame frequency, also known as the beacon
interval (BI):

7 (in milliseconds)=round(max(B7,min(20,(BI/MAD
from median)))).

This equation will limit T (the new calculated rate to send
discovery frames) between a range of 20 milliseconds and the
BI, wherein the Bl is any predetermined time value, but is
typically lower than the default rate of sending discovery
frames for the APs of interest subset. While 20 milliseconds
are used as an example, the minimum could be any suitable
amount of time.

Another optimization that may be performed on the deter-
mined APs of interest subset, or on any or all APs in the
deployment, is with respect to pre-committed IP addresses.
When a wireless client device associates with an AP, the AP
requests an [P address from the DHCP server 130. The IP
address is used as a unique identifier on the network 110, and
enables data communication for the wireless client device.
However, acquiring an IP address from the DHCP server
takes time, and is the cause of significant delays when creat-
ing a first-time association. Each AP may instead pre-commit
1P addresses from the DHCP server. Each AP may store/cache
a number of pre-committed IP addresses ready to use for any
wireless client device requesting a first-time association. As a
result, the first-time association can occur much faster with-
out contacting the DHCP server. The number of pre-commit-
ted IP addresses may be set as a predetermined number for
each AP. Alternatively, the APs of interest subset may be
given a higher predetermined number of pre-committed IP
addresses, while the remaining APs in the deployment have
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fewer or none. As still another alternative, the number of
pre-committed IP addresses held at each AP or AP of interest
may be a function of the MAD value of the respective AP with
respect to the median number of first-time associations cre-
ated historically or expected to be created based upon sched-
uled events in the scheduling database or sensor data.

The above techniques may require that the wireless client
devices are FILS compatible. For example, FILS discovery
frame usage requires a FILS-compatible wireless client
device. However, the techniques above may also take into
consideration the proportion of wireless client devices that
are in fact FILS-compatible. For example, if a given AP has
wireless client devices creating first-time associations over a
certain period, but the rate or absolute number of FILS-com-
patible devices is below a predetermined threshold, the AP
may reduce or discontinue sending discovery frames. When a
wireless client device is creating a first-time association with
an AP in a deployment, it may send a probe request packet.
The probe request typically contains one or more bits indi-
cating whether the wireless client device is FILS compatible.
Thus, even ifthe sending of discovery frames from a given AP
has been reduced or stopped, discovery frames may be
increased or restarted in response to the monitored rates of
FILS compatibility from the probe requests, and the volume
of first-time association requests as discussed above.

The optimization of FILS parameters, such as the discov-
ery frame rate, may also be based upon the AP load. For
example, if a given AP has more than fifty or some other
predetermined number of wireless client devices associated
to it, the AP may stop sending discovery frames altogether.
Discovery frame periodicity may also be reduced proportion-
ally based upon the number of associated wireless client
devices.

Many of the techniques discussed above may also be prac-
ticed, not just based on historical data of first-time associa-
tions, but based upon an imminent predicted increase or
decrease in the number of first-time associations. For
example, the scheduling database 135 may contain data of a
train schedule and/or other events which may indicate the
timing of a significant influx of users with wireless client
devices. FILS parameter optimizations, such as discovery
frame sending and IP pre-committals, may be adjusted based
upon the expected event(s). For example, if a train is sched-
uled to arrive imminently or within some predetermined time
period, the APs nearest to the areas where passengers enter/
leave the train station may increase the frequency of discov-
ery frames sent, the number of pre-committed IP addresses
acquired, etc. The controller and/or APs may also receive
sensor data from the sensor(s) 140 related to events that may
or may not be scheduled. For example, a train may come into
the station earlier than scheduled. FILS parameters may be
adjusted and optimized for affected APs (APs expected to
experience a change in first-time association requests) even
though the event was unscheduled.

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a method for dividing a
pool of potential wireless client devices by device identifier,
which is now described with reference to FIG. 1. In a wireless
deployment, such as at the venue 10, there may be time
periods of high volumes of first-time association requests.
There also may be areas within a given deployment where
multiple APs provide wireless coverage. For example, in F1G.
1 APs 115(a) and 115(b) both provide coverage for the
ingress point 12 accessed by users with wireless client
devices 105(a) and 105(b). APs with overlapping coverage
areas may perform differentiated link setup, which allows
APs to do admission control based upon a unique identifier of
the wireless client device, such as the Media Access Control
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(MAC) address. The set of possible MAC addresses may be
considered a pool of potential wireless access clients that may
request first-time associations with any of the APs. In areas
with overlapping coverage, either a controller or the APs
themselves may divide the pool into at least two sub-pools,
where each AP will create associations with wireless client
devices in one of the sub-pools. For example, if there are two
overlapping APs with greater than —67 decibels relative to a
milliwatt (dBm) coverage (the acceptable dBm may be pre-
determined and may vary), with acceptable Voice-over-IP
(VoIP) support. One AP may accept first-time associations
only with even-numbered MAC addresses, while the other AP
may accept first-time associations only with odd-numbered
MAC addresses. In this manner, the potential pool of MAC
addresses is divided into two sub-pools, even and odd. This is
a fast solution computationally, because only the last bitin the
MAC address needs to be checked by each given AP to
determine if the wireless client device is an acceptable can-
didate for a first-time association. Similarly, the pool of pos-
sible MAC addresses may be divided into three or more
sub-pools for three or more overlapping APs, etc. A second
order parameter may consider user mobility to determine the
possible division of client MAC address space. For example,
if users typically go from a first area to a second area, but not
to a third area, this is the user mobility pattern. The client
MAC address space may therefore be divided in the first area
and second area, but not the third area. The third area may
have its own MAC address space, or share it with a fourth
area, etc. The user mobility can be determined by a mobility
services function that runs on the wireless controller or in a
separate apparatus. Wireless client devices attempting and
failing to associate with a certain AP create some additional
management traffic overhead, but overall evenly distributing
channel load across overlapping APs improves the efficiency
of the deployment. For example, if one of two overlapping
APs is slightly closer to an ingress point such as an entrance
door, all or nearly all wireless client devices may attempt to
associate with the slightly closer AP, causing the closer AP to
quickly become overloaded. Differentiated link setup helps
balance the load in these scenarios. In one technique, differ-
entiated link setup is only performed on the APs of interest
subset (APs with the greatest number of first-time associa-
tions).

A technique of practicing differentiated link setup is
depicted in the flowchart of FIG. 4. At step 405, wireless
access points having overlapping wireless coverage areas are
determined. At step 410, a pool of potential wireless clients is
divided by device identifier into a predetermined number of
one or more sub-pools. At step 415, each wireless access point
is associated with one of the sub-pools such that each wireless
access point creates first-time associations only with wireless
client devices in an associated sub-pool.

When wireless client devices are associated with a given
AP, the AP may provide a neighbor report. The neighbor
report indicates one or more AP neighbors with channel num-
bers (frequency) and may list the next time a discovery frame
will be sent by these neighbors. This makes re-associations by
the wireless client device from one AP to another more effi-
cient. However, neighboring APs may also engage in differ-
entiated link setup according to techniques presented herein.
An AP may therefore provide a censored or reduced neighbor
report that removes any APs that would not associate the
wireless client device. For example, if the MAC address of the
wireless client device is even, the associated AP will remove
any APs which only associate with odd-numbered MAC
addresses from the neighbor report.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8

FIG. 5 is a block diagram illustrating further details of
controller 120 of FIG. 1 which may execute the techniques
presented herein. Controller 120 comprises a plurality of
network ports 502, a network interface card (NIC) 504, a
processor 506, and a memory 508. Memory 508 comprises
the aforementioned historical data 125 and access point man-
agement logic 510. While historical data 125, scheduling data
contained in scheduling database 135 (FIG. 1), and sensor
data from one or more sensor(s) 140 are depicted as either on
or off of the controller 120, all of this data may be retained
either in the memory 508 of the controller 120 or in memory
of'the APs 115(a)-115(d), or external to and accessible by the
controller 120 and APs 115(a)-115(d).

Memory 508 may comprise read only memory (ROM),
random access memory (RAM), magnetic disk storage media
devices, optical storage media devices, flash memory devices,
electrical, optical, or other physical/tangible (non-transitory)
memory storage devices. The processor 506 is, for example,
a microprocessor or microcontroller that executes instruc-
tions for the access point management logic 510. Thus, in
general, the memory 508 may comprise one or more tangible
computer readable storage media (e.g., a memory device)
encoded with software comprising computer executable
instructions for the access point management logic 510 and
when the software is executed (by the processor 506) it is
operable to perform the operations described herein in con-
nection with FIGS. 1-4.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example in which the access point
management techniques are implemented on a controller 120.
It would be appreciated that, in an alternative arrangement,
the techniques may be implemented on an access point, such
as access point 115(a) of FIG. 1. In such an example, the
access point 115(a) would include a processor, memory and
historical data and access point management logic, as
described above.

The access point management techniques described herein
may provide one or more advantages over conventional
arrangements. By optimizing parameters such as discovery
frames and the number of pre-committed IP addresses, the
amount of management traffic overhead may be significantly
reduced. Differentiated link setup allows for a more efficient
distribution of association load.

In summary, a method is provided comprising, for at least
one of a plurality of wireless access points in a wireless
network, determining a number of first-time associations cre-
ated with one or more wireless client devices in the wireless
network, and adjusting a number of discovery frames to be
sent by the at least one wireless access point based upon the
determined number of first-time associations created.

An apparatus is also provided comprising a network inter-
face unit configured to communicate over a network with a
plurality of wireless access points that are capable of operat-
ing in a frequency channel of a wireless network; and a
processor coupled to the network interface unit, and config-
ured to: for at least one of the plurality of wireless access
points in the wireless network, determine a number of first-
time associations created with one or more wireless client
devices in the wireless network deployment; and adjust a
number of discovery frames to be sent by the at least one
wireless access point based upon the determined number of
first-time associations created.

In addition, a computer-readable storage media is provided
that is encoded with software comprising computer execut-
able instructions and when the software is executed operable
to: for at least one of the plurality of wireless access points in
the wireless network, determine a number of first-time asso-
ciations created with one or more wireless client devices in
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the wireless network; and adjust a number of discovery
frames to be sent by the at least one wireless access point
based upon the determined number of first-time associations
created.

The above description is intended by way of example only.
Various modifications and structural changes may be made
therein without departing from the scope of the concepts
described herein and within the scope and range of equiva-
lents of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

for at least one of a plurality of wireless access points in a

wireless network, determining a number of first-time
associations created in the past with one or more wire-
less client devices in the wireless network based on
historical data;

determining a measure of central tendency (MCT) of first

time associations for the plurality of wireless access
points; and
adjusting a number of discovery frames to be sent by the at
least one wireless access point based upon a difference
between the measure of MCT and the number of first-
time associations created in the past for the at least one of
the plurality of wireless access points.
2. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
determining, based on the number of first-time associa-
tions created in the past for each wireless access point, a
subset of the plurality of wireless access points which
serve a greater number of first-time associations with
wireless client devices.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein determining the subset
of wireless access points comprises:
determining a number of first-time associations created
within a predetermined time interval for each wireless
access point in the plurality of wireless access points;

determining a deviation of first-time associations from the
determined number of first-time associations for each
wireless access point in the plurality of wireless access
points; and

designating a wireless access point as a member of the

subset based upon the difference of the deviation and the
MCT, wherein adjusting the number of discovery frames
to be sent is performed for the subset of wireless access
points.

4. The method of claim 2, wherein adjusting comprises
adjusting a periodicity with which Fast Initial Link Setup
(FILS) discovery frames are sent by each wireless access
point in the subset.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

adjusting a number of pre-committed Internet Protocol (IP)

addresses acquired from a Dynamic Host Configuration
Protocol (DHCP) server based upon the determined
number of first-time associations created in the past.
6. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
monitoring one or more wireless client devices communi-
cating with at least one wireless access point to deter-
mine a proportion of wireless client devices that are Fast
Initial Link Setup (FILS) compatible; and

inresponse to determining that the proportion that are FILS
compatible is below a predetermined threshold, discon-
tinuing sending discovery frames.

7. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

determining a number of wireless client devices associated

with a wireless access point; and

in response to determining that the number of associated

wireless client devices exceeds a threshold, discontinu-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

ing sending discovery frames and discontinuing creation
of first-time associations with wireless client devices.
8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
in response to receiving an indicator that a number of
wireless client devices requesting first-time associations
is likely to imminently increase, increasing the number
of discovery frames to be sent by the wireless access
point.
9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
determining wireless access points that have overlapping
wireless coverage areas with each other;
dividing a pool of potential wireless client devices by
device identifier into a predetermined number of one or
more sub-pools; and
associating each wireless access point with overlapping
wireless coverage areas with one of the sub-pools such
that each wireless access point creates first-time asso-
ciations only with wireless client devices in the associ-
ated sub-pool.
10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:
associating more than one of the plurality of wireless
access points with a given sub-pool, wherein wireless
access points associated with the given sub-pool are
determined to be neighbors;
generating a neighbor report at a wireless access point
associated with the given sub-pool, wherein the neigh-
bor report contains any neighbors associated with the
wireless access point; and
sending the neighbor report to wireless client devices.
11. An apparatus comprising:
a network interface unit configured to communicate with a
plurality of wireless access points that are capable of
operating in a frequency channel of a wireless network;
and
a processor coupled to the network interface unit, and
configured to:
for at least one of the plurality of wireless access points
in the wireless network, determine a number of first-
time associations created in the past with one or more
wireless client devices in the wireless network based
on historical data;

determine a measure of central tendency (MCT) of first
time associations for the plurality of wireless access
points; and

adjust a number of discovery frames to be sent by the at
least one wireless access point based upon a differ-
ence between the measure of MCT and the number of
first-time associations created in the past for the at
least one of the plurality of wireless access points.

12. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor is

further configured to:

determine, based on the number of first-time associations
created in the past for each wireless access point, a
subset of the plurality of wireless access points which
serve a greater number of first-time associations with
wireless client devices,

determine a number of first-time associations created
within a predetermined time interval for each wireless
access point in the plurality of wireless access points;

determine a deviation of first-time associations from the
determined number of first-time associations for each
wireless access point in the plurality of wireless access
points; and

designate a wireless access point as a member of the subset
based upon the difference of the deviation and the MCT,
wherein adjusting the number of discovery frames to be
sent is performed on the subset of wireless access points.
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13. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

adjust a number of pre-committed Internet Protocol (IP)

addresses acquired from a Dynamic Host Configuration
Protocol (DHCP) server based upon the determined
number of first-time associations created in the past.

14. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

determine a number of wireless client devices associated

with a wireless access point; and

in response to determining that the number of associated

wireless client devices exceeds a threshold, discontinue
sending discovery frames and discontinue creation of
first-time associations with wireless client devices.

15. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

in response to receiving an indicator that a number of

wireless client devices requesting first-time associations
are likely to imminently increase, increase the number of
discovery frames to be sent by the wireless access point.

16. The apparatus of claim 11, wherein the processor is
further configured to:

determine those wireless access points that have overlap-

ping wireless coverage areas;

divide a pool of potential wireless client devices by device

identifier into a predetermined number of one or more
sub-pools; and

associate each wireless access point with overlapping

wireless coverage areas with one of the sub-pools such
that each wireless access point creates first-time asso-
ciations only with wireless client devices in the associ-
ated sub-pool.

17. A non-transitory computer-readable storage media
encoded with software comprising computer executable
instructions and when the software is executed operable to:

for at least one of the plurality of wireless access points in

a wireless network, determine a number of first-time
associations created in the past with one or more wire-
less client devices in the wireless network based on
historical data;

determine a measure of central tendency (MCT) of first

time associations for the plurality of wireless access
points; and
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adjust a number of discovery frames to be sent by the at
least one wireless access point based upon a difference
between the measure of MCT and the number of first-
time associations created in the past for the atleast one of
the plurality of wireless access points.
18. The non-transitory computer-readable storage media of
claim 17, further comprising instructions operable to:
determine, based on the number of first-time associations
created in the past for each wireless access point, a
subset of the plurality of wireless access points which
serve a greater number of first-time associations with
wireless client devices,
determine a number of first-time associations created
within a predetermined time interval for each wireless
access point in the plurality of wireless access points;
determine a deviation of first-time associations from the
determined number of first-time associations for each
wireless access point in the plurality of wireless access
points; and
designate a wireless access point as a member of the subset
based upon the difference of the deviation and the MCT,
wherein adjusting the number of discovery frames to be
sent is performed on the subset of wireless access points.
19. The non-transitory computer-readable storage media of
claim 17, wherein the instructions operable to adjust com-
prise instructions operable to:
in response to receiving an indicator that a number of
wireless client devices requesting first-time associations
are likely to imminently increase, increase the number of
discovery frames to be sent by the wireless access point.
20. The non-transitory computer-readable storage media of
claim 17, further comprising instructions operable to:
determine wireless access points that have overlapping
wireless coverage areas;
divide a pool of potential wireless client devices by device
identifier into a predetermined number of one or more
sub-pools; and
associate each wireless access point with overlapping
wireless coverage areas with one of the sub-pools such
that each wireless access point creates first-time asso-
ciations only with wireless client devices in an associ-
ated sub-pool.



